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SPACES THAT LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION

Three desert designers carve

out a hillside oasis

THE MISSION: to create an upx.xl];', low-maintenance
desert retreat for a busy couple in a hillside California
L'nmnll.l:lit}' .ui_i.u't'm to a nature preserve and pf.l;ll:.‘d
with countless building restrictions. The solution: find
an architect, interior and pool designer able to capital-
ize on the desert’s virtues while respecting its delicate
elemental balance

*I designed the house to maximize the views of the
desert and the nearby golf course, and to have a con-
tinuous flow of space with httle definition that com-
plements and mirrors the desert,” says the project’s
architect, Stewart Woodard of La Quinta, Calif.

To enhance the flow between indoors and out,
Woodard had installed exterior glass doors and full-
length, wood-framed windows that retract into pock-
ets. Aged sand-colored limestone was used for the
interior’s floor, on the loggia, around the pool and for
the prairie-influenced exterior of the residence.

The swimming pool—featuring a zero edge facing
the house and an infinity edge facing the view—
disappears almost seamlessly into the surrounding
limestone. “It also doubles as a reflecting pool,” says
pool and landscape designer Greg Grisamore, “becom-
ing either sky blue or pitch black, depending on the
time of day and the pool lighting.” Two symmetrical
fire bowls, a favorite device of Grisamore’s, stand on
Pl'li'l]‘\ll{i.' 1‘]!1![]15.'1'11( Juxtaposition of fire and water,
especially at night, makes for a dramatic, even cine-
matic, environment. “The flame bowls, the fire pit and
the loggias fireplace light up not just the night but

the design as well.” ANDREW MYERS
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